French civic exam: the geography of France to remember

https://recitecitizen.com/fr/en/civic-exam-geography/

Seas, oceans andriver

The Atlantic Ocean

Which ocean borders the west coast of France?
In French: Quel océanborde la céte ouest francaise ?  The Atlantic Ocean
Multi-year card

6 questions

Remember: It borders the west coast.
Trap: The Channelisin the north, the Mediterraneanin the south.

The English Channel

Which sea lies between France and England?

InFrench: Quelle mer se situe entre la France et I'Angleterre ?

The English Channel (laManche) Resident card - Naturalisation
Remember: The sea between France and England, in the north.
Trap: Itis not the Mediterranean, the Baltic or the Black Sea.

The Mediterranean Sea

Which seallies to the south of mainland France?
In French: Quelle estla mer au sud de la France métropolitaine ?
The Mediterranean Sea Multi-year card

Which sea or ocean borders metropolitan France?
In French: Quelle mer ou océan borde la France métropolitaine ?
The Mediterranean Sea Resident card - Naturalisation
Remember: The seain the south. Corsica and Nice are on the Mediterranean.
Trap: “Which sea or ocean borders metropolitan France?”: the answer is the Mediterranean.
The Seine

Whichriver flows through France?
Multi-year card

InFrench: Quel fleuve coule enFrance ? The Seine

Whichriver flows through Paris? InFrench: Quel fleuve traverse Paris? The Seine

Resident card - Naturalisation
Remember: Theriver that flows through Paris.
Trap: Not the Loire, the Rhone or the Garonne.

Mountains
The Alps

Which mountainrange lies between France and Italy?

InFrench: Quelle chaine de montagnes est située entre la France et 'ltalie? The Alps
Multi-year card - Naturalisation

4 questions

Whatis the highest mountainin France?
InFrench: Quelle est la plus haute montagne de France ? MontBlanc Naturalisation

Which French regionis known for its skiresorts?
In French: Quelle région frangaise est réputée pour ses stations de ski?
Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes Naturalisation
Remember: Between France and Italy. Mont Blanc, the highest mountainin France.
Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes is the region known for its skiresorts.
Trap: The Pyrenees are the border with Spain.

The Pyrenees
Which mountainrange lies between France and Spain?
InFrench: Quelle chaine de montagnes est située entre la France et I'Espagne ?
The Pyrenees Residentcard - Naturalisation
Remember: Between France and Spain.

Trap: The Alps are the border with Italy. The Vosges, the Jura and the Massif central are wrong
options.

Europe and neighbours
Europe

Onwhich continent is mainland France located?
In French: Sur quel continent se situe la France métropolitaine ? Europe
Multi-year card

4 questions

Remember: Metropolitan France isin Europe.
Belgium
Which country shares a land border with metropolitan France?

InFrench: Quel pays a une frontiére terrestre avec la France métropolitaine ? Belgium
Resident card

Remember: Shares aland border with France.
Trap: Not Portugal or Austria.
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Germany
Which country borders metropolitan France to the north-east?
InFrench: Quel pays a une frontiére avec la France métropolitaine au nord-est ?
Germany Residentcard
Remember: Borderin the north-east.
Trap: Not Spain or Andorra.
Italy

Which of these countries shares land borders with France?
InFrench: Lequel de ces pays partage des frontiéres terrestres avec laFrance ? Italy
Resident card

Remember: Shares aland border. The Alps are between the two.

Citiesand ports 17 questions
Paris

Whatis Paris? InFrench: Qu'est-ce que Paris? The capital of France
Multi-year card

What is the capital of France? InFrench: Quelle est la capitale de laFrance ? Paris
Multi-year card

Whatis the Louvre? InFrench: Qu'est-ce queleLouvre? A major museumin Paris
Multi-year card

Inwhich city is the Eiffel Tower? InFrench: Dans quelle ville se trouve la tour Eiffel ?
InParis Multi-year card

Which of these French departments attracts the most tourists?
In French: Lequel de ces départements de France est le plus touristique ? Paris
Resident card

Which museumisin Paris? InFrench: Quel musée est situé a Paris ?
The Louvre Museum Resident card - Naturalisation

Whichregion has the largest population? InFrench: Quelle région estla plus peuplée ?
lle-de-France Residentcard
Remember: The capital of France. The Eiffel Tower and the Louvre. The most visited
département. lle-de-France is the most populated region.
Lyon
Whichcityis French? InFrench: Quelle ville est francaise ? Lyon Multi-year card
What is the capital (chef-lieu) of the Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes region?

InFrench: Quel est le chef-lieu de larégion Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes? Lyon
Naturalisation

Remember: A French city. Capital of Auvergne-Rhéne-Alpes.
Trap: Not Grenoble or Clermont-Ferrand.
Marseille

Which city is amajor seaport? InFrench: Quelle ville est un grand port maritime ?
Marseille Multi-year card

Which Frenchcityis aseaport? InFrench: Quelle ville frangaise est un port maritime ?
Marseille Resident card
Whatis France’s main seaport? InFrench: Quel estle principal port maritime de France ?

Marseille Naturalisation

What is the capital (chef-lieu) of the Provence-Alpes-Cdbte d’Azur region?
InFrench: Quel est le chef-lieu de la région Provence-Alpes-Céte d'Azur? Marseille
Naturalisation

Remember: Two answers: the main sea port of France, and the capital of Provence-Alpes-
Cote d’Azur.

Trap: For the PACAregion, Nice is a wrong option.
Nice
Which city is on the Mediterranean coast?
InFrench: Quelle ville est située au bord de lamer Méditerranée ? Nice Multi-year card
Remember: The Mediterranean city in the questions.
Trap: Itis not the capital of PACA.
Bordeaux

Which French city is one of the country’s 10 largest metropolitan areas?
InFrench: Quelle ville francaise fait partie des 10 plus grandes métropoles du pays ?
Bordeaux Residentcard - Naturalisation

Remember: One of the 10 largest metropolitan areas in the country.

Nantes

What was the main French port involved in the Atlantic slave trade in the 18th century?
In French: Quel était le principal port frangais impliqué dans la traite négriére au XVllle
siecle ?
Nantes Naturalisation

Remember: The main slave-trade portin the 18th century.

Trap: Not Marseille.
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Rennes

Whatis the capital (chef-lieu) of the Brittany (Bretagne) region?
InFrench: Quel est le chef-lieu de larégion Bretagne? Rennes Naturalisation

Remember: Capital of Brittany (Bretagne).
Trap: Not Brest, Quimper or Nantes.

Islands and overseas 11 questions

Corsica

Whereis Corsica? InFrench: OusesituelaCorse? Inthe Mediterranean Sea
Multi-year card

Whichislandis French? InFrench: Quelleile estfrangaise? Corsica Naturalisation
Remember: AFrenchisland, in the Mediterranean.
Trap: Corsicais not overseas.
Overseas France

What is overseas France (la France d’outre-mer)?

InFrench: Qu'est ce que laFrance d'outre-mer ?

The territories of the Republic located far from Europe, in the oceans
Resident card - Naturalisation

Remember: The territories of the Republic located far from Europe, in the oceans.

Guadeloupe

Whichislandis a French overseas department?
InFrench: Quelleile estun département d'outre-merfrangais? Guadeloupe
Multi-year card - Naturalisation

Remember: Anisland, an overseas département.
Martinique
Whichisland is part of the French Antilles?
InFrench: Quellefle fait partie des Antilles frangaises ? Martinique Naturalisation
Remember: Anisland of the French Antilles.
Trap: Réunionis notin the Antilles.
French Guiana

Which French department shares a border with Brazil?
In French: Quel département frangais a une frontiére avec le Brésil ?
French Guiana (la Guyane) Naturalisation

From which French town does the Ariane rocket take off?
InFrench: De quelle ville frangaise décolle la fusée Ariane ? Kourou Naturalisation

Remember: Borders Brazil. The Ariane rocket launches from Kourou.
Trap: Kourou, not Cayenne or Toulouse.

Mayotte

Which has been France’s 101st department since 2011?
InFrench: Quel estle 101éme département frangais depuis 2011? Mayotte
Naturalisation

Remember: The 101st département, since 2011.
Réunion
Which Frenchisland s in the Indian Ocean?
InFrench: Quellefle frangaise se trouve dans I'océanIndien? Réunion Resident card

Which Frenchislandisin the Indian Ocean?
In French: Quellefle frangaise est située dans|'océanindien? Réunion Naturalisation

Which Frenchisland lies to the south-east of the African continent?
In French: Quellefle frangaise se trouve au sud-est du continent africain? Réunion
Naturalisation

Remember: Anisland in the Indian Ocean, south-east of Africa. The answer to 3 questions.
Trap: Not Martinique or Guadeloupe.

Regions and departments 5 questions
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The numbers
How many departments are there in France?
InFrench: Combieny a-t-il de départements enFrance? 101
Multi-year card - Naturalisation
How many regions are there in mainland France?
InFrench: Combieny a-t-il de régions en France métropolitaine ? 13
Multi-year card - Naturalisation
How many regions are there in France?
InFrench: Combieny a-t-ilde régionsenFrance? 18 Residentcard
How is France organised administratively?
InFrench: Quelle estI'organisation administrative de la France ?
Into municipalities (communes), departments and regions Resident card
How is France divided administratively?
In French: Comment est organisé le découpage administratif de la France ?
Into municipalities, departments and regions Naturalisation
Remember: 13 regions in metropolitan France, 18 in total, 101 départements. France is
organised into communes, départements and regions.
Trap: 13 regions in metropolitan France, but 18 including overseas.

Famous places 3 questions

Normandy
In which region are some of the landing beaches that began the liberation of France?
InFrench: Dans quelle région est située une partie des plages du débarquement ayant
permis d'engager la libération de la France ?
Normandy Naturalisation
Which historic monument stands on anisland in Normandy?
In French: Quel monument historique se trouve suruneile en Normandie ?
Mont-Saint-Michel Naturalisation
Remember: Some of the D-Day landing beaches. Mont-Saint-Michel, on anisland.
Trap: Not Brittany.

Reims

In which city were the kings of France crowned?
InFrench: Dans quelle ville les rois de France étaient-ils couronnés? Reims
Naturalisation

Remember: Where the kings of France were crowned.
Trap: Not Versailles.

Population 3 questions

The population
Whatis the approximate population of France in 2025?
In French: Quelle est la population approximative de la France en 2025 ?
About 69 millioninhabitants Resident card - Naturalisation

Where do most French peoplelive? InFrench: Ou habite la majorité des Frangais ?
Inatownorcity, oranurbanarea Residentcard

Where are the main economic activities in France located?
In French: OU se trouvent les principales activités économiques en France ?
Mainly inlarge cities and theirurban areas Residentcard

Remember: About 69 millioninhabitants. Most live in towns and cities, where most
economic activity is.

The numbers
101 13 18 69M
départements regions in metropolitan France regionsintotal inhabitants, approximately

(2025)

13 regions in metropolitan France, but 18 including overseas.

SOURCES

The questions come from the official lists of the French Ministry of the Interior (formation-civique.interieur.gouv.fr and immigration.interieur.gouv.fr).
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